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month. The accounts of the placentae in the different cases vary greatly 
in clearness and accuracy. In the John Hunter Museum, in London, 
is preserved a specimen of quintuplet pregnancy, and in the Kennedy 
Museum, in Dublin, there is a specimen of five children. It is not 
known that a permanent preparation of the placenta of quintuplet 
pregnancy is in existence. 


Psychosis during Pregnancy Rendering Abortion Necessary.— 

Treub (Zentralblatt fur Gynakologie, 1904, No. 23) reports the case 
of a woman, aged thirty-one years, who had had one severe labor fol¬ 
lowed by normal birth. In her fourth pregnancy she became con¬ 
vinced that the child would be a monster, and she had been greatly 
frightened by reading a novel which described such a birth. She 
endeavored to throw herself under a railway train, and tried to kill 
the monster by introducing a pin through the abdomen. She was 
admitted to the hospital, and every effort made to overcome the delu¬ 
sion, but without success. It was necessary to empty the uterus, when 
the patient immediately recovered. 


Caesarean Section in Eclampsia. —In a recent paper before the Edin¬ 
burgh Obstetrical Society, Croom (British Medical Journal, June 
18, 1904) reported two cases in which he had performed Caesarean 
section for eclampsia, and reviewed a series of fifty-four cases in the 
practice of others. The maternal mortality in the series had amounted 
to about 50 per cent., which was due to the desperate condition of the 
patients at the time of operation. He believed that the uterus should 
be emptied in eclampsia as quickly as possible, and that Ceesarean 
section is the best method of accomplishing this result. 
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Stypticin in Gynecology — Weissbart ( Heilkunde , 1903, No. 10) 
has met with the best results in the use of this drug in cases of subinvo¬ 
lution. When hemorrhage continues after stypticin has had a fair trial 
he infers that the uterus must contain placental remains. He would 
accordingly regard it as a valuable aid in differential diagnosis in cases 
in which there is no urgent indication for curettement. 

Pathogeny of Deciduoma Malignum. — Recasens (Revista de vied, 
y cir. pract.; Zentralblatt fur Gyn., 1904, No. 18) holds that the fetal 
ectodermal structures possess a specific malignant character, which is 
usually neutralized by the secretion of the thyroid or ovary (?); when 
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for any reason the normal secretion of these glands is arrested, abnor¬ 
mal development of the fetal structures occurs. 

Case of Ovarian Chorioepithelioma.— Jaffe (Archiv fur Gynakologie, 
Band lxx., Heft 3) reports a case of ovarian tumor which developed two 
months after the discharge of an hydatid mole. It proved to be a chorio¬ 
epithelioma. The right ovary, which was as large as an apple, showed 
the same histological structure. In both tumors there w'ere multiple 
corpus luteum cysts, a condition which has been noted by many ob¬ 
servers to accompany molar pregnancy. The writer believes with 
Pick, that overproduction of corpus-luteum tissue is the principal 
feature in these cases, which seems to support Fraenkel’s theory that 
there is a direct causal relation between the two conditions. The excess 
of corpus luteum material in the blood leads to an increase of tropho- 
blasts, and hence the chorioepithelial development in the uterus. 

The Permanent Results of Operations for Prolapsus.— Jacoby 
(Ibid.) reports 257 cases from the Breslau and'Asch’s private clinics, 
in 200 of which the patients were kept under observation. In most 
of these Alexander’s operation or vaginofixation was combined with 
plastic operations. Of the latter class 81 per cent, were cured; of 
the former, 95 per cent. Vaginal extirpation was performed thirty- 
five times with 89 per cent, of cures in 27 patients who were examined 
subsequently. 


Prolapsus Uteri in the Newborn — Burger (Zentralblatt fur Gyna¬ 
kologie, 1904, No. 19) reports the case of an infant who was born with 
a complete procidentia, which was attributed to a peculiar atrophic 
condition of the pelvic floor muscles, as well as those of the back and 
lower limbs. The infant had knock-knee and spina bifida, with the 
congenital deformities. 


Function of the Corpus Luteum. — Fraenkei. (Zentralblatt fur Gyna¬ 
kologie, 1904, No. 19) in an interesting communication .on this subject 
combats some of the former theories, asserting that he has frequently 
removed corpora lutea from both ovaries in animals, and has even 
cauterized the wounds, without interrupting pregnancy. He has also 
repeated Mandl’s experiments without pregnancy resulting. He 
believes that corpus luteum extract has exactly the opposite action to 
odphorin, and offers a better prospect of cure of osteomalacia than 
castration. 


Ovarian Hemorrhage — Burger (Zeitschrift fur Geb. u. Gyn., Band 
li., Heft 2) reports the ease of a nullipara, aged thirty-seven years, 
married for nine, years, who presented all the evidences of profuse 
internal hemorrhage. On opening the abdomen the left ovary was 
found to be as large as a hen’s egg, the right adnexa being normal. 
About two litres of fluid blood were found in the cavity. On the poste¬ 
rior and lower border of the ovary was- a ruptured cyst, the interior of 
which presented a smooth surface. The ovary was generally cystic. 
The most careful microscopic examination revealed no evidence of 
ectopic gestation. A corpus luteum was present, surrounded by dilated 
capillaries. It was inferred that the hemorrhage was due to rupture 



